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Paul of Tarsus, the apostle of Jesus Christ was a persuasive figure in the early church (40A.D.-65A.D.). Thirteen books of the New Testament are attributed to Paul, and each had, and still has, a distinct purpose for building the church of Jesus Christ. Much of what is known about Paul comes from his writings. The epistle 1 Corinthians was written by him around 54A.D. and will be used to support Paul’s persuasive character for this paper. This epistle was written to the ancient church in Corinth in Asia Minor, which was an epicenter of trade, a gentile community (non-Jewish), and was experiencing divisions led by quarrelling and disobedience (Huntsman). Paul was a Pharisee, or Jewish leader, before his apostleship, and was converted to Christianity while on the Road to Damascus around 40A.D. through a miraculous vision of the resurrected Jesus Christ. It is likely that he studied rhetoric because his style of argument relies heavily on ethos, pathos, and logos (Sumney). Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians called the church to remember The Way of Jesus and to turn away from sinful behaviors. The epistle is split into sixteen chapters, of which, the first four will be explored and discussed to reinforce Paul’s persuasive characteristics.
Paul’s introduction to the Corinthians claimed the will of God, his called apostleship of Jesus Christ, and includes a name-drop of a well-known Corinthian named Sosthenes, and therefore established a strong ethos with the audience (Sumney) (Got Questions Ministries). A bold introductory style was common for writers of the ancient world (Sumney). He immediately uses the rhetorical tool of commonplace and identified them as a “holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – their Lord and ours” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 1.2) (Heinrichs). This unified the writer and the audience, as well as establishing that they all had a claim through Jesus Christ as Lord (Heinrichs). These strategies are used to create engagement and a listening ear from the audience. Paul’s pronounced use of commonplace and ethos were two powerful persuasive tools that established a strong foundation for him to work from (Heinrichs).  
The appeal to the Corinthian church begins in verse 10 of chapter 1 where Paul points to the divisions and quarrels between the people and reproaches them from a logical standpoint (Sumney). He further adds the style and essence of logos through a presented series of rhetorical questions called aporia (Merriam-Webster). Aporia are used for expressing doubt and uncertainty for a rhetorical effect (Merriam-Webster). They were not used to shame but used to challenge their quarreling and to build up the persuasive effect of the epistle. Paul says, “Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 1.13). 
Paul’s persuasive heart is further revealed when he names “the cross of Christ.” He calls them to remember why Christ died for them, playing on both emotion and reason, and further established his style through using two persuasive elements of logos and pathos in one. The cross of Christ represents both the suffering and shame of Jesus Christ’s death, as well as the forgiveness of sins that was accomplished by it. Paul uses the cross of Christ as the enthymeme, or underlying premise, to create a strong hook upon the audience throughout the text (Heinrichs). 
The hook is a tool that understands what the audience needs and applies it to what can be offered (Heinrichs). Paul calls the Corinthians who are in opposition to the enthymeme of the cross, “fools,” as an emotional appeal to the Corinthian church, who needed forgiveness through Jesus Christ (Sumney). Paul creates a charge and bewilderment when he says, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 1.18). He introspectively hooks the audience by making them consider whether they are perishing people and arranges for the audience’ needs of the forgiveness of sins (1 Cor. 1.23-31) (Sumney). Paul also uses this segue to build more ethos and to claim that his character held to these values, saying, “When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom… For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 2.1-2). This is a tool of rhetoric called analepsis, which interjects a scene of a previous occurrence (Merriam-Webster). He enhanced the argument through uncovering motivations and added depth and complexity to his point (Bookish Bay).
Paul was known for rousing the audience with strong words, which style he used in his other epistles. He used the pen as a toolbox to create change and to build up churches this way. When he witnessed wrong, he rebuked it, and when he observed good, he reinforced it and celebrated it. What made him such a good persuader was the essence of his ethos maintained throughout his writings. In chapter 3, Paul called the Corinthians “mere infants in Christ” and attributed their lack of maturity to quarrelling, as he differentiates the Corinthians from himself thereby reinforcing his character (1 Cor. 3.1). Notice that Paul adds to his ethos style through breaking down the Corinthians but also keeping the commonplace of Jesus by grouping the insult with, “in Christ”. 
Wisdom was a subject of great importance during the time-period when this epistle was written. Paul’s writings of wisdom and foolishness were used to persuade the Corinthian people and lead to logical perspectives (logos), which were common in his writings (Sumney) (Huntsman). The Corinthians believed themselves to be wise, and to be called fools, was to emotionally change the atmosphere of the room (Heinrichs). The Corinthian people wanted to be the epicenter of philosophy, just as they were at the epicenter of trade (Huntsman). In another use of his enthymeme, Paul directs their hearts to choose, he says, “Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 3.18-19). Paul uses the future tense for the presented choice, and the style of rhythmic/repeating phrases, like this one, additionally create what I call a chiasmatic-epistrophe, which builds the argument with a rhetorical and poetic effect (Heinrichs) (Merriam-Webster).
As we continue to explore Paul’s persuasive character through his letter to the Corinthians, chapter four takes us to the climax which is necessary to bring the audience to a place of action (Heinrichs). Paul’s use of radical statements brings a bravado-style into the writing as he says, “it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 4.9). He moves the audience into the place of climax with words referencing procession of death, which created a deep impetus within the audience (University of Kentucky, College of Arts and Sciences). He builds the climax and flips the script by calling the Corinthians more than himself, using a chiasm, saying, “We are fools… but you are so wise” and “You are honored, we are dishonored,” and “We are weak, but you are strong!” (New International Version, 1 Cor 4.10). Paul leans in heavy and says, “We have become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the world – right up to this moment” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 4.13).
This climactic moment was used to plead with the Corinthian church as he moved the mood of the room and had emotionally spiked the audience, establishing an overwhelming sense of pathos emotion (Heinrichs). He then presents a call to action, which the whole point of his letter comes down to: “Therefore I urge you to imitate me” (New International Version, 1 Cor. 4.16) (Sumney). Paul used the wisdom of the cross to form the hook, which was the forgiveness of sins, and it was by imitating Paul that they would be able to receive it. This is the foremost reason that Paul established such a strong sense of ethos throughout the letter, because he wanted to convince the Corinthians that by following his example, they would be imitators of Jesus. He claims to have shown them The Way, and he invites the Corinthian church to turn back to it (Sumney).  
The letter to the Corinthians continues Paul’s persuasive pursuit to bring believers of Jesus closer to The Way. Being a Christian, and having read Paul’s letters prior to studying rhetorical argument, I now believe that Paul was learned in the ancient art of rhetoric, which is why he was such a persuasive person. The organization of arguments and the tools that he used throughout his epistles to the churches appear intentional. Paul, in his second letter to the Corinthians says this about himself, “For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive and his speech contemptible” (New International Version, 2 Cor. 10.10). I believe this statement reinforces that Paul was a trained rhetorician, though timid in personal delivery. Although, it is important to understand, that these letters predate the Bible, and the churches only knew The Way of following Jesus through the teachings and demonstrated lifestyle of the apostles when they visited them. They did not have a rulebook like the Bible, yet, on how to live as Christians. Paul used his skills as a rhetorician to boldly proclaim the gospel and advance the Kingdom of God, knowing these letters would be read in the churches. I now believe that much of the language Paul used in his letters was for a rhetorical effect. I also believe that Paul’s letters speak to God’s ability to use all sorts of skills, abilities, and rhetorical tools to bring good news to many listening ears.
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