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	Since 2022, the Russian/Ukrainian war has caused widespread devastation and destruction to communities all over the country of Ukraine. The unprovoked aggression by Russian military forces have changed the landscape and cultural norms of Ukraine’s people. There have been substantial shifts in the ways of life, and the rich heritage of Ukraine is being lost day by day. The Gathering Place in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida commenced missions work into Ukraine since the war first started in 2022. Since then, a generator has been funded and delivered to an elderly community for refrigeration needs, and a camp for displaced youth has been revived after a 4-year hiatus. There is much more work to be done still. 
	In 2024, when the overseas mission team consisting of four individuals came back from Ukraine in late July, there was a sense of urgency and deep concern for the country. They reported much devastation to the people’s psychological well-being, as well as cities crumbling into ruins due to the lack of male citizens and resources. Numerous culturally significant sites are in danger of losing their identity which has added to the Ukrainian people’s disparaging and hopeless mindsets woven in the continued destruction of their country.  
	A forum was held immediately following the return from the 2024 mission. Questions were asked about ways to help the situation in Ukraine, but the answers returned lacked the resources necessary to provide support towards any significant progress. A team of local builders from Heavenly Hands Property Services has agreed to consult, contract, and deliver services to aid, rebuild, and preserve sites of cultural integrity in Ukraine. The key problem posed within the current circumstance is a lack of monetary resources to support these lofty goals. 
	In the city of L’viv, a medieval center or Old Town, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is in danger of destruction. L’viv has been targeted and attacked by Russian forces over thirty times since the war started. Fifteen sites in the L’viv region have been verified damaged by UNESCO and remain ravaged to this day. Our first project for reconstruction would be to identify one or a few of the buildings that need reconstruction or preservation efforts in the L’viv region. Our leaders will coordinate with local governing agencies on ownership, and create a plan to reconstruct, protect, and restore these buildings to their former glory. 
	A Struve Geodetic Arc, which is a chain of survey triangulations that stretch from Hammerfest, Norway to the Black Sea, has been identified as a culturally significant site. This site is found in an open space in Felshtyn, Ukraine. This arc was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2005 and remains unprotected. Our efforts will plan construction to build and fortify walls around the arc and surrounding areas. A team of experts will devise and coordinate with local officials the best way to enshrine the site and protect it from unprovoked aggression. 
	In the region of Zakarpattia, in western Ukraine lies the Uzhhorod castle that has been recently attacked by Ukrainian nationalists. This site is home to a melting pot culture of 150,000 Hungarians living within a Ukraine province. With the ongoing war and Ukrainian nationalism on the rise, this castle needs fortification, signage, and rehabilitation. This site will be overlooked by most organizations due to the checkered cultural past. It is important for all people groups in Ukraine to be represented. With our restoration and preservation efforts, we plan to engage the cultural significance and bring awareness to the area. 
	The culture and heritage of Ukraine is continually threatened without action. We are urged to act now to preserve and restore the aforementioned areas in Ukraine. We formally request the amount of $500,000 USD from the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, and the U.S. Embassy to Ukraine through funding opportunity number AFCP-UR-2023. This amount will be used over the period of 5 years to accomplish restoration, rehabilitation, preservation, and bring cultural awareness to these sites.
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